58	DEMOCRACY IN FRANCE
career. The number of scholarships available was not great
enough to make the ladder more than a narrow one for the
poor: and a suitable 'marriage of convenience', a further lad-
der to social position and power, was available only to those
who were already moderately well-to-do.
Politics offered more openings than administration, and*
Daladier, son of a baker, Laval, son of a cafe-proprietor, could
become Prime Minister. But a parliamentary career, too, was
easier for those with a more classical and literary education or
legal training, and those with private means enough to risk
the chances of elections and cover the expenses of holding a
seat. Deputies were not lavishly paid. Their salaries were
raised from 9,000 to 15,000 francs (£600) in 1906: and were
worth about the same at 82,500 francs in 1938. To this must be
added privileges of free travel. Lawyers, teachers, doctors,
journalists tended to go into politics more than any other
classes of the community, and half the Chamber and Senate
were normally.lawyers and journalists. The competition for
election was considerable. In 1919, 2,129 candidates stood for
615 seats: by 1936, there were 4,807 at the first ballot. In
general, the middle classes tended to dominate parliamentary
government almost as much as they dominated the administra-
tion: for the power of the central groups, the Republicans and
Radicals which were normally indispensable ingredients of any
government, reflected the political power of the middle and
professional classes. The 'separation of powers' between the
political and administrative branches of the constitution was
real in a constitutional but not in a social sense. The Third
Republic was throughout, in spirt and operation, middle class
rather than either aristocratic or peasant or proletarian.
Yet, despite the similarity of social recruitment for both
branches of the State, there developed a certain contrast and
even conflict of outlook between the men employed in each of
them. This sprang partly from the more rigid selection and
training of thefonctionnaires, partly from the different functions
\vhichfonctionnaires and deputies performed in the constitution.
The broad function of the deputy, apart from taking part in
the establishment or overthrow of the Cabinet (which was in

